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PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE - PRC 
DIVISION 9. RESOURCE CONSERVATION [9001 - 9972] 
  ( Division 9 repealed and added by Stats. 1975, Ch. 513. ) 

CHAPTER 3. Resource Conservation Districts [9151 - 9491] 
  ( Chapter 3 added by Stats. 1975, Ch. 513. ) 

ARTICLE 9. General Powers of District [9401 - 9420] 
  ( Article 9 added by Stats. 1975, Ch. 513. ) 

9401. 

The board of directors of a district shall manage and conduct the business and 
affairs of the district. 
(Repealed and added by Stats. 1975, Ch. 513.) 

9402. 

The directors shall be empowered to conduct surveys, investigations, and research 
relating to the conservation of resources and the preventive and control measures 
and works of improvement needed, publish the results of such surveys, 
investigations, or research, and disseminate information concerning such 
preventive control measures and works of improvement; provided, however, that in 
order to avoid duplication of surveys, investigations, and research activities, the 
directors shall seek the cooperation of local, state, and federal agencies. 
(Repealed and added by Stats. 1975, Ch. 513.) 

9403. 

The directors may accept gifts and grants of money from any source whatsoever to 
carry out the purposes of the district. 
(Repealed and added by Stats. 1975, Ch. 513.) 

9403.5. 

The directors may establish and charge fees for services provided by the district to, 
and upon the request of, persons or governmental entities. No fee shall exceed the 
cost reasonably borne by the district in providing the service. 
(Added by Stats. 1991, Ch. 831, Sec. 19.) 
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9404. 

The directors may execute all necessary contracts. They may employ such agents, 
officers, and employees as may be necessary, prescribe their duties, and fix their 
compensation. 
(Repealed and added by Stats. 1975, Ch. 513.) 

9405. 

The directors may acquire by purchase, lease, contract, or gift all lands and 
property necessary to carry out the plans and works of the district. The directors 
may acquire conservation easements as provided in Chapter 4 (commencing with 
Section 815) of Title 2 of Part 2 of Division 2 of the Civil Code on lands within the 
district. A district acquiring a conservation easement shall prepare a management 
plan for the easement which fully describes the intent and legal obligations 
respecting the easement and which shall be consistent with the goals of the State 
Soil Conservation Plan and other policies adopted pursuant to Section 9108. 
(Amended by Stats. 1991, Ch. 831, Sec. 20.) 

9406. 

The directors may take conveyances, leases, contracts, or other assurances for all 
property acquired by the district, in the name, and for the uses and purposes, of 
the district. 
(Repealed and added by Stats. 1975, Ch. 513.) 

9407. 

The directors may sue and be sued in the name of the district and may appear in 
person or by counsel. 
(Repealed and added by Stats. 1975, Ch. 513.) 

9408. 

(a) The directors may cooperate and enter into contracts or agreements with the
state, the United States, any county, any city, any other resource conservation or
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other public district in this state, any person, or the commission, in furtherance of 
the provisions of this division, and to that end may use any funds available to the 
district as provided in this chapter, and may accept and use contributions of labor, 
money, supplies, materials, or equipment useful for accomplishing the purposes of 
the district. 
(b) Districts may cooperate with counties and cities on resource issues of local
concern. It is the intent of the Legislature to encourage districts to facilitate
cooperation among agencies of government to address resource issues of local
concern.
(c) Districts may cooperate with federal, state, and local agencies and owners of
private lands under the agreement between the California Association of Resource
Conservation Districts and various public and private entities known as the
coordinated resource management and planning memorandum of understanding.
(Amended by Stats. 1991, Ch. 831, Sec. 21.) 

9409. 

The directors may make improvements or conduct operations on public lands, with 
the cooperation of the agency administering and having jurisdiction thereof, and on 
private lands, with the consent of the owners thereof, in furtherance of the 
prevention or control of soil erosion, water conservation and distribution, 
agricultural enhancement, wildlife enhancement, and erosion stabilization, 
including, but not limited to, terraces, ditches, levees, and dams or other 
structures, and the planting of trees, shrubs, grasses, or other vegetation. 
(Repealed and added by Stats. 1975, Ch. 513.) 

9410. 

The directors may operate and maintain, independently or in cooperation with the 
United States or this state or any state agency or political subdivision or any 
person, any and all works constructed by the district. 
(Added by Stats. 1975, Ch. 513.) 

9411. 

The directors may disseminate information relating to soil and water conservation 
and erosion stabilization, and may conduct demonstrational projects within, or 
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adjacent to, the district on public land, with the consent of the agency 
administering or having jurisdiction thereof, or on private lands, with the consent of 
the owners thereof, independently or in cooperation with the United States, this 
state or any political subdivision or public district thereof, or any person. 
(Added by Stats. 1975, Ch. 513.) 

9412. 

Each district may provide technical assistance to private landowners or land 
occupants within the district to support practices that minimize soil and related 
resource degradation. When in the judgment of the directors it is for the benefit of 
the district so to do, they may give assistance to private landowners or land 
occupants within the district in seeds, plants, materials and labor, and may loan or 
rent to any such private landowner or land occupant agricultural machinery or other 
equipment. No such assistance shall be given or any such loans made unless the 
landowner or land occupant receiving the aid or assistance agrees to devote and 
use the aid or assistance on his or her lands within the district in furtherance of 
objectives of the district and in accordance with district plans or regulations. 
Notwithstanding the fact that the landowner or land occupant is also a director, any 
landowner is qualified to and may receive assistance or loans under this section. 
(Amended by Stats. 1991, Ch. 831, Sec. 22.) 

9413. 

(a) Each district may develop districtwide comprehensive annual and long-range
work plans as provided in this section. These plans shall address the full range of
soil and related resource problems that are found to occur in the district.
(b) The long-range work plans may be adopted and updated every five years, in
accordance with a standard statewide format which shall be established by the
commission. Districts may amend the long-range plan prior to the five-year update
in order to address substantive changes occurring since the adoption of the most
recent long-range work plan. The long-range plans shall serve the following
functions:
(1) Identification of resource issues within the district for purposes of local, state,
and federal resource conservation planning.
(2) Establishment of long-range district goals.
(3) Provision of a framework for directors to identify priorities for annual district
activities.
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(4) Provision of information to federal, state, and local governments and the public
concerning district programs and goals.
(5) Setting forth a basis for evaluating annual work plan achievements and
allocating available state funding to the district.
(6) Involvement of other agencies and organizations in the district planning process
in order to help ensure support in implementing district plans.
(c) The annual work plans may be adopted on or before March 1 of each year in a
format which shall be consistent with the district’s long-range work plan. The
annual work plans shall serve the following functions:
(1) Identification of high priority actions to be undertaken by the district during the
year covered by the plan.
(2) Identification of the person or persons responsible for undertaking each planned
task, how it will be performed, when it will be completed, what constitutes
completion, and the cost.
(3) Demonstration of the relationship of annual tasks to the long-range district
goals identified in the long-range work plan.
(4) Provision of assistance to the local field office of the Soil Conservation Service of
the United States Department of Agriculture in adjusting staff and program
priorities to match district goals.
(5) Informing the public of the district’s goals for the year.
(6) Involvement of other agencies and organizations in the district planning process
in order to help ensure support in implementing district plans.
(7) Provision of a basis for assisting the commission in determining district eligibility
for state funding under this division.
(d) A district may prepare an annual district report. The annual district report shall
be completed on or before September 1 of each year in a format consistent with the
long-range and annual plans, so that progress made during the reporting period
towards district goals can be readily determined. The annual report shall serve the
following functions:
(1) To report on the district’s achievements during the reporting period to the
commission, the department, the board of supervisors of any county in which the
district is located, and any agency that reviews district requests for funding
assistance.
(2) To increase public awareness of district activities.
(3) To compare district accomplishments during the reporting period with annual
work plan objectives for that period and to identify potential objectives for the next
annual work plan.
(Repealed and added by Stats. 1991, Ch. 831, Sec. 24.) 



9414. 

Directors may accept, by purchase, lease, or gift, and administer any soil 
conservation, water conservation, water distribution, erosion control, or erosion 
prevention project located within the district undertaken by the United States or 
any of its agencies, or by this state or any of its agencies. 
(Added by Stats. 1975, Ch. 513.) 

9415. 

The directors may manage, as agents of the United States or any of its agencies, or 
of this state or any of its agencies, any soil conservation, water conservation, water 
distribution, flood control, erosion control, erosion prevention, or erosion 
stabilization project, within or adjacent to the district; and may act as agent for the 
United States, or any of its agencies, or for this state or any of its agencies, in 
connection with the acquisition, construction, operation, or administration of any 
soil conservation, water conservation, water distribution, flood control, erosion 
control, erosion prevention, or erosion stabilization project within or adjacent to the 
district. 
(Added by Stats. 1975, Ch. 513.) 

9416. 

The directors may establish standards of cropping and tillage operations and range 
practices on private land as a condition to expenditure by the district of district or 
other funds, or to the doing by the district of any work of any nature, on private 
lands. 
(Added by Stats. 1975, Ch. 513.) 

9417. 

(a) The directors of any district may cooperate with the directors of any other
district in respect to matters of common interest or benefit to the districts. An
association of resource conservation districts may be organized to facilitate that
cooperation, to provide for the loan of equipment and tools by one district to
another, and for the making of investigations and studies and the carrying out of
projects of joint interest to the districts participating therein.
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(b) It is the intent of the Legislature to encourage districts to organize in
countywide or regional associations for the purposes of (1) providing coordinated
representation of districts before federal, state, and local governmental agencies
and (2) coordinating program planning, funding, and delivery of services.
(Amended by Stats. 1991, Ch. 831, Sec. 25.) 

9417.5. 

It is the intent of the Legislature that concerned state agencies, in cooperation with 
resource conservation districts and other appropriate local entities, work with the 
agencies of the United States Department of Agriculture and the Department of the 
Interior, the Environmental Protection Agency, and other federal agencies, to 
maximize cooperative opportunities for federal, state, and private funding for 
competitive grants and contracts for watershed protection, restoration, and 
enhancement programs of resource conservation districts. 
(Added by Stats. 1994, Ch. 719, Sec. 3. Effective January 1, 1995.) 

9418. 

The directors of any district may call upon the district attorney of the principal 
county for legal advice and assistance in all matters concerning the district, except 
that if the principal county has a county counsel, then the directors shall call upon 
him for such legal advice and assistance. The district attorney or county counsel, as 
may be appropriate, shall, upon the request being made, give such advice and 
assistance. 
(Added by Stats. 1975, Ch. 513.) 

9419. 

(a) The directors may engage in activities designed to promote a knowledge of the
principles of resource conservation throughout the district and for that purpose may
develop educational programs both for children and for adults. In the development
of those programs, the directors may authorize the giving of awards and prizes for
outstanding achievement.
(b) Each district may develop and disseminate or utilize conservation education
programs for use in kindergarten through grade 12. As an option to developing
these programs independently, it is the intent of the Legislature to encourage both
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collaboration with other organizations and incorporation of elements of existing 
programs. 
(c) A district may conduct workshops on the relationships between soil and related
resource problems and their effects on other resources, such as wildlife and water
quality.
(d) A district may sponsor programs that address land use practices which reduce
water and wind erosion, soil contamination, soil salinity, agricultural land
conversion, loss of soil organic matter, soil subsidence, and soil compaction and
associated poor water infiltration.
(Amended by Stats. 1991, Ch. 831, Sec. 26.) 

9420. 

The board of directors of a district may appoint advisory committees to provide 
technical assistance in addressing soil and related resource problems, to assist in 
coordinating conservation programs and activities, and to share information relating 
to the functions or purposes of the district. Representatives of state, federal, and 
local governmental agencies, including school districts, as well as private 
organizations, may serve on these advisory committees. 
(Repealed and added by Stats. 1991, Ch. 831, Sec. 28.) 
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FLORIN RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
SERVICE NEEDS ASSESSMENT  
PROJECT OVERVIEW AND UPDATE REPORT 

DECEMBER 1, 2015 

Project Status  
The following activities have been conducted in support of the Florin RCD Needs 
Assessment scope of work.  All service concepts, ideas, public and stakeholder input 
received during the process are being documented, researched and evaluated during 
the initial stages of the project; without regard to their ability for funding or 
implementation.  During the process of receiving input, all project participants were 
informed that new services will require new funding sources, and that Elk Grove Water 
District funding cannot be spent to deliver unrelated services outside the Elk Grove 
boundaries.   

Stakeholder and public input received has been very informative, especially once the 
attendees were provided an overview of the services provided by other RCDs and the 
possibility of FRCD taking on similar additional services locally, so long as no competing 
interest is already providing the service, there is a high level of public need and support 
for service funding. The information below is a summary only, and the final report will  
be all-inclusive:      

1) Held Stakeholder meetings and received direct, relevant input from:
o Rob Schwartz - Lower American River IRWMP/Regional Water Authority
o Don Lockhart - Sacramento LAFCO

These initial meetings led to substantial research and additional outreach on the 
potential opportunities for the FRCD to partner and/or participate in: 

a) Groundwater recharge as a new water supply and to remedy land subsidence
b) Land conservation opportunities related to groundwater recharge, stormwater

management for recharge purposes, watershed and water quality improvement,
and wildlife habitat enchantment

c) Groundwater banking as a result of groundwater recharge activities
d) Educational opportunities related to water conservation and urban gardening

2) Conducted in person and phone meetings with the following stakeholders.  Efforts
continue to contact and engage all remaining stakeholders from the master list.

o Charlotte Mitchell, Sac County Farm Bureau
o Barbara Washburn, Laguna Creek Watershed Council
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o Gary Goodman, General Manager with Sacramento-Yolo Mosquito &
Vector Control District

o Dwane Coffey, NRCS
o Rob Smith, Building Industry
o Carl Werder, Groundwater Authority
o Jeff Ramos, Consumnes CSD

3) In person meetings planned for December 11, 2015 with the following:
o Rob Donlan, Nature Conservancy
o Bart McDermott, Stone Lakes Wildlife Refuge

4) Conducted public forums on November 17, 18 and 19 at Wackford Community
Center, Splash Center, and Elk Grove Library, respectively. During the meetings,
significant public input was received regarding potential service needs and
opportunities, including:
a) Support services for new land development projects, in partnership with

Sacramento County and developers.  Services of this type are funded by
development fees, direct expenses by developers, special taxes, assessments
and/or fees levied by a district (or county service area) on newly created
properties.  Opportunities include:
i) Agricultural land and water conservation
ii) Wetland mitigation banking which involves conserving and potentially

improving wetland areas through formal arrangements with the state and
funded by development projects (inside or) outside the FRCD boundaries

iii) Managing mitigation lands and related improvements, including activities such
as community gardens

iv) Land conservation for wildlife, water quality and wetlands
v) Wetlands, stream and vernal pool improvements

b) Community educational opportunities on water supply, water conservation,
wildlife, and environmental issues in partnership and support of existing nonprofit
organizations.  Community education is typically funded with grant seed money,
and fees charged to attendees.

c) Water conservation education and activities as a means to support water supply
development to support the future economy. These services are typically funded
under agreements with water agencies, the IRWMP or RWA, and/or grant
funded.

5) Developed and updated the project website www.FRCDstudy.com including the
development of a service needs survey.  The survey results continue to roll in and
will be analyzed and used to support the Needs Assessment recommendations.

6) Conducting research on current examples of successful RCD services, funding
means and opportunities for FRCD.

http://www.frcdstudy.com/
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Media Contact 
Each of the following were notified of the project and meeting by email and follow up 
emails and phone calls: 

• Posted on more than a dozen nextdoor.com neighborhood websites, which include
Mather, Vineyard, Cosumnes, Florin, Fruitridge, Elk Grove, Meadowview and
several south Sacramento neighborhoods, Cordova, and Galt.

• Mather Alliance contacted by email and phone.
• Galt Herald and Elk Grove Citizen: Confirmed to have run in the Elk Grove Citizen.
• Sac Bee:  article published in community calendar.
• KFBK:  Mark Madison conducted an interview.
• Supervisor Nottoli’s website for District 5 –has forum release as first news item

under hot topics. Supervisor Nottoli attended the November 18 public forum at
Splash Center.

Needs Assessment Report 
As detailed in the project proposal and approved scope of work, the final report will 
contain the following sections: 
• Executive Summary – providing an overview of the project, process, results and

recommendations
• Introduction – Description of the scope of work and approach used in report

development
• Background – Identification of existing services provided and goals and objectives

to be accomplished
• Identification of service gaps and community needs
• Opportunities, process and funding
• Recommended implementation approach

Current Activities and Schedule 
1. Ongoing contact with stakeholders with final round of meetings scheduled in

Sacramento area for December 11, 2015.

2. In response to public and stakeholder input, continuing research into successful
service models, cost and funding

3. Drafting Needs Assessment Report – rough draft can be made available for
presentation during the FRCD December 16, 2015 Regular Board meetingi .
Final draft report estimated for distribution on January 4, 2015.

i Due to December 16, 2015 meeting timing, the draft report will not include findings or recommendations 
from 12-11-15 stakeholder meetings 
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Florin Resource Conservation District 

Service Needs Assessment (Click Here

 

NEWS !   ( /NEW/)
HOME   (/ )
ABOUT   (/ABOUT - 1/ )
SURVEY   (/NEEDS/ )
CONSERVAT ION   (/RESOURCES/ )
F LOR IN   RCD   (/ F RCD/ )

CONTACT   (/CONTACT/ )

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/frcdstudy
http://www.frcdstudy.com/
http://www.frcdstudy.com/new/
http://www.frcdstudy.com/
http://www.frcdstudy.com/about-1/
http://www.frcdstudy.com/needs/
http://www.frcdstudy.com/resources/
http://www.frcdstudy.com/frcd/
http://www.frcdstudy.com/contact/


Service Needs Assessment (Click Here
(https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/frcdstudy)for
Service Needs Survey)

The Elk Grove Water District is a business name that tells a story....located in Elk
Grove, providing water service and is a government "district".   But the Elk Grove Water
District is actually a department of the Florin Resource Conservation District.  Okay
then, so what does a Resource Conservation District do, and why do they exist in
addition to the Elk Grove Water District?

Good question, and actually the purpose of this Service Needs Assessment (/about-1).
 In reality, the Florin Resource Conservation District (/about-1), or FRCD formed as a
local government agency in the 1950's to promote wise irrigation and protect the

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/frcdstudy
http://www.frcdstudy.com/about-1
http://www.frcdstudy.com/about-1


region's groundwater resources.  Sixty three years later and a very different community
with vastly different natural resource related service needs, the FRCD is reaching out to
it's community for input on what we all see as the district's optimal public service role in
2015 and beyond.....

We need your input.  (https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/frcdstudy)Please use this site
as your resource to get to know the FRCD and what Resource Conservation Districts
can do for communities in California by protecting and restoring local waterways and
water quality, improving the health and productivity of land; educating and guiding the
public in understanding the value of our region's precious natural resources..  

Please take the time to complete the Service Needs Survey by clicking HERE
(https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/frcdstudy).  Tell your friends and neighbors,
discuss this at school and work, attend one of three public workshops (/s/Meeting-
Flyer.pdf) scheduled on November 17, 18 and 19, 2015, 6:00 pm at a location near
you!  Please also participate in our simple Service Needs Survey (/needs), and/or
contact (/contact-1)us directly for more information.  

created by Kristen Hedges

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/frcdstudy
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/frcdstudy
http://www.frcdstudy.com/s/Meeting-Flyer.pdf
http://www.frcdstudy.com/needs
http://www.frcdstudy.com/contact-1


News and Hot Topics
As the Florin Resource Conservation District Service Needs Assessment progresses,
we will be posting regular blog posts,  news releases, draft plans, survey results, etc for
your reading enjoyment!  

NEWS !   ( /NEW/)
HOME   (/ )
ABOUT   (/ABOUT - 1/ )
SURVEY   (/NEEDS/ )
CONSERVAT ION   (/RESOURCES/ )
F LOR IN   RCD   (/ F RCD/ )

CONTACT   (/CONTACT/ )

http://www.frcdstudy.com/
http://www.frcdstudy.com/new/
http://www.frcdstudy.com/
http://www.frcdstudy.com/about-1/
http://www.frcdstudy.com/needs/
http://www.frcdstudy.com/resources/
http://www.frcdstudy.com/frcd/
http://www.frcdstudy.com/contact/


Current Events!
Attend our last public forum (/s/Final-Forum-agenda-and-Welcome-p1ow.pdf) at
6:00 PM at the Elk Grove Library Thursday November 19, 2015!!  Last night at the
Splash Center in Mather we had an amazing two hours of input from our
community with many potential resource conservation service needs identified
including:

Conservation of open space
Partnering to protect and enhance wildlife habitat areas
Protecting critical watershed water quality and water production
Groundwater recharge to restore drought stricken water supplies
In partnership with other entities already providing outreach and education,
providing enhanced community adult and youth education, in areas such as
urban agriculture, understanding the outdoors and nature in the wetlands and
vernal pools, and water conservation
Providing the structure and process for the development and management of
open space, wildlife corridors, wetlands protection and community gardens
within planned and future housing developments.     

Come be with us tonight and give us your thoughts!  

Recent Events
Public Forums (/s/Final-Forum-agenda-and-Welcome-p1ow.pdf) start at 6:00 pm
tonight, November 17 at the Wackford Community Center, 9014 Bruceville Rd.
Elk Grove, Willow Room!   
Public Forum Meeting Notice, updated November 12, 2015 - Click HERE (/s/Final-
Forum-agenda-and-Welcome-p1ow.pdf)
Needs Assessment Public Forums Scheduled November 17, 18 and 19 to receive
input! Click HERE (/s/FLorin-Community-Meetings-announcement.pdf)to read
the press release.
Location map (/s/Meeting-location-map.pdf) of November 17, 18 and 19 Needs
Assessment public forums
Important!  Florin RCD Needs Assessment Survey
(https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/frcdstudy)has now been posted.   

http://www.frcdstudy.com/s/Final-Forum-agenda-and-Welcome-p1ow.pdf
http://www.frcdstudy.com/s/Final-Forum-agenda-and-Welcome-p1ow.pdf
http://www.frcdstudy.com/s/Final-Forum-agenda-and-Welcome-p1ow.pdf
http://www.frcdstudy.com/s/FLorin-Community-Meetings-announcement.pdf
http://www.frcdstudy.com/s/Meeting-location-map.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/frcdstudy


Florin Resource Conservation District
The Florin Resource Conservation District (FRCD) was originally formed as the Florin
Soil Conservation District (FSCD) by a vote of the public in 1953, to promote wise
irrigation practices and to avoid depletion of the region’s groundwater resources.  In
1954 the FSCD was expanded to encompass the areas of Florin Rd., Grant Line and
Sunrise Blvd, and the Elk Grove areas, and with grant funds purchased equipment for
water management projects, such as irrigation and drainage improvements. The FSCD
also had a wildlife program and planted habitat for game birds and rabbits.

NEWS !   ( /NEW/)
HOME   (/ )
ABOUT   (/ABOUT - 1/ )
SURVEY   (/NEEDS/ )
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In 1971 the FRCS reorganized into the Florin Resource Conservation District (FRCD) to
allow for the provision of additional services to a growing and changing community.  In
1999 the FRCD purchased the Elk Grove Water Works and has since provided
municipal water service to the Elk Grove area.

Continued land development within the FRCD boundaries and the associated transition
of agricultural lands to homes and businesses, has resulted in a change in demand for
resource related services in both type and extent. Accordingly, the FRCD has directed
the completion of a services needs assessment to determine where its resource
conservation efforts should be focused going forward, new resource related service
needs, partnership opportunities and other actions to maximize local service efficiency
and community benefit.  

Please click HERE (https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/frcdstudy)to take the service
needs survey

created by Kristen Hedges

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/frcdstudy


Service Needs Assessment
The Florin Resource Conservation District (FRCD) is looking to the community to
receive input on the natural resource related service needs in the region. Currently
providing mainly water service in Elk Grove (Elk Grove Water District) the FRCD has
the legal authority to provide additional services if needed by the community, such as
watershed protection and restoration, water conservation projects and public education,
projects that improve water quality in local creeks, rivers and lakes, invasive weeds
control and weed control for fire protection, and many, many more.  Click here
(/resources)for more information on RCD services.  

In order for the FRCD to provide additional services, we want to make sure that we
have community support and understanding before investing the public's time and
money.  We are conducting this Service Needs Assessment to determine the
community service priorities, identify how they will be funded and the process to put
them in place.  

Needs Assessment Process
The Service Needs Assessment is being developed using direct contact and input from
interested and active members of the community, conservation and environmental
groups, local government representatives from the County and neighboring Cities, other
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local districts including the Consumnes CSD.  These stakeholders (/s/FRCD-Needs-
Assessment-Stakeholders-List.pdf) each have direct experience with the types of
services typically provided by Resource Conservation Districts, and also have an
understanding of the resource conservation needs and issues of the region.   In
addition,  a major part of developing a comprehensive and supportable Needs
Assessment is a means of securing input from the general public.  A location map
(/s/Meeting-location-map.pdf) of the meetings being held on November 18, 19 and 20,
2015 is attached HERE (/s/Meeting-Flyer.pdf).   

Assessment Goals
 Improve community understanding of the presence of and services’ potential of

the FRCD
Identify the resource conservation service needs of the population, entities,
organizations and the various communities’ of interest within the FRCD
Identify opportunities for grant income, partnerships and other revenue sources for
resource conservation projects and services
Provide recommendations for identified service or activity enhancements and
outline appropriate methods for their implementation and funding

Take the Survey!
(https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/frcdstudy)
FRCD has created a survey to assist you in identifying the resource conservation
services in which you may be interested based on the needs, concerns, environment
and resources of the region.  Click HERE
(https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/frcdstudy)for the survey

http://www.frcdstudy.com/s/FRCD-Needs-Assessment-Stakeholders-List.pdf
http://www.frcdstudy.com/s/Meeting-location-map.pdf
http://www.frcdstudy.com/s/Meeting-Flyer.pdf
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Resource Conservation in California
The 98 RCDs in the State of California help solve conflict and provide positive and
progressive community solutions to important issues relating to resources such as
water, land and wildlife. Clicking on the following links will provide a brief description of
the issues addressed by RCDs such as California’s pressing statewide issues
(/s/resource-conservation-priorities-short.pdf) like agricultural viability (/s/Agricultural-
viability-short.pdf), climate change, reducing the impact of the drought (/s/Water-
Conservation-Solutions-short.pdf), protecting clean water (/s/Watershed-management-
short.pdf), creating habitat (/s/Habitat-viability-short.pdf) for fish and wildlife, restoring
critical habitat for endangered and threatened species like Coho Salmon, and reducing
the risk of wildfire. Utilizing partnerships with tribes, federal, state, and local agencies,
they work citizen to citizen to build better communities, better economies, and a better
environment. 

A short video about RCDs can be viewed here (https://vimeo.com/93649152).

For many decades in California, RCDs, which are formed and regulated pursuant
Division 9 of the California Public Resources Code, have been providing very important
services for communities. The links above provide brief descriptions of the types of
services provided by RCDs in California.  More detailed information about RCD services
can be found below. 
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Local solutions to agricultural viabil i ty (/s/Ag-Viabil i ty_2014428.pdf)
Watershed and water quali ty protection and restoration (/s/Watershed-
Management_2014428.pdf)
Educating communit ies and agriculture on wise water use (/s/Water-
Conservation_2014721pdf.pdf)
Fire prevention (/s/Fire-Prevention_2014515.pdf)
Developing Local solutions to Climate change
(/s/ClimateChange_2014512.pdf)
Improving wildl i fe habitat and its preservation (/s/Wildl i fe_2014515.pdf)
Assistance with regulatory readiness and compliance
(/s/RegulatoryReadiness_2014512.pdf)
Restoring creeks and waterways (/s/Watershed-Management_2014428.pdf)

The full list of RCD powers can be downloaded here (/s/RCD-General-Powers-
zgiw.pdf).  

created by Kristen Hedges
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40.00% 2

80.00% 4

60.00% 3

20.00% 1

20.00% 1

20.00% 1

20.00% 1

80.00% 4

Q1 Are you aware of services Florin 
Resource Conservation District

(RCD) provides in your community, such as 
(Check all that apply):

Conservation
programs and...

Creek Week

Walk on the
Wildside

TrailFest

Tomato Tastings

Participation
in Envirotho...

Grant-funded
weed abatement

Conservation
outreach...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Conservation programs and activities in Elk Grove Unified Schools

Creek Week

Walk on the Wildside

TrailFest

Tomato Tastings

Participation in Envirothon, Forestry Challenge, or Range Camp

Grant-funded weed abatement

Conservation outreach pamphlets, informational materials
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25.00% 1

50.00% 2

25.00% 1

25.00% 1

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

25.00% 1

Q2 Check any programs in which you or 
your family have participated

Conservation
programs and...

Creek Week

Walk on the
Wildside

TrailFest

Tomato Tastings

Participation
in Envirotho...

Grant-funded
weed abatement

Conservation
outreach...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Conservation programs and activities in Elk Grove Unified Schools

Creek Week

Walk on the Wildside

TrailFest

Tomato Tastings

Participation in Envirothon, Forestry Challenge, or Range Camp

Grant-funded weed abatement

Conservation outreach pamphlets, informational materials
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28.57% 2

0.00% 0

71.43% 5

Q3 In your opinion, how would you rate the 
value of the services the Florin RCD 

provides in your area:

Total 7

# Other (please specify) Date

1 unfamiliar with services 11/17/2015 6:05 PM

Favorable

Unfavorable

No Opinion

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Favorable

Unfavorable

No Opinion
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Q4 With regard to resource conservation 
services, how would you prioritize the 

following:

Groundwater
Quality...

Water Supply

Watershed
Protection a...

Preservation
and Improvem...

Farmland
Preservation

Invasive Weed
Species...

Vegetation
Control for...

Soil
Preservation...

Groundwater
Recharge...

Community
Adult Educat...

Community
Youth Educat...

Runoff and
Pollution...

Outreach
(Encourage...

Open Space
Preservation

Other (List)

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Not
Important

Somewhat
Important

Very
Important

Total Weighted
Average
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0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

25.00%
2

75.00%
6 8 4.75

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

25.00%
2

75.00%
6 8 4.75

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

50.00%
4

50.00%
4 8 4.50

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

62.50%
5

37.50%
3 8 4.38

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

25.00%
2

50.00%
4

25.00%
2 8 4.00

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

25.00%
2

50.00%
4

25.00%
2 8 4.00

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

25.00%
2

37.50%
3

37.50%
3 8 4.13

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

37.50%
3

37.50%
3

25.00%
2 8 3.88

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

50.00%
4

50.00%
4 8 4.50

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

37.50%
3

25.00%
2

37.50%
3 8 4.00

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

25.00%
2

37.50%
3

37.50%
3 8 4.13

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

12.50%
1

37.50%
3

50.00%
4 8 4.38

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

37.50%
3

37.50%
3

25.00%
2 8 3.88

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

25.00%
2

25.00%
2

50.00%
4 8 4.25

50.00%
1

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

50.00%
1 2 3.00

# Other (please specify) Date

1 Your statement says, "The 98 RCDs in the State of California help solve California’s pressing statewide issues like
climate change, . . . ." Speaking of climate change, the cause of the drought in California and the West is
geoengineering. Geoengineering is the aerial spraying of metal particles such as aluminum, titanium, barium and
strontium in an aerosol medium. The purpose is solar radiation management (SRM), which is another name for
geoengineering. The federal government has published documents detailing the geoengineering programs since the
1960s. These programs are fully operational and have been for years. There are over 150 patents for geoengineering.
The 98 RCDs in the State of California should study this issue to become familiar with it. Start with this website.
http://www.geoengineeringwatch.org/ Because geoengineering is the cause of the drought, the 98 RCDs in the State
of California must address this issue in order to end or reduce the drought. It will not happen overnight. Addressing
geoengineering will start with the RCDs studying the issue, learning about the history, reading government
documents, and watching videos of aerial spraying and presentations by those who have studied this issue in depth.
The Boards of Directors of the RCDs and their management and staff should study the issue. Once adequately
informed they should lobby the U.S. Congress and the California Legislature in favor of legislation to expose, de-fund,
and end geoengineering. This issue IS within the jurisdiction of the RCDs because geoengineering is the cause of the
drought. Also, the RCDs should notify their customers about genengineering via the newsletters that they send out.
They should provide resources where customers can learn more about geoengineering or at least give a basic
explanation of what geoengineering is, how long the federal government has been working on it, and so on. Finally,
the RCDs should encourage customers in these newsletter articles to contact their representatives in Congress and
the California Legislature to encourage and ask for them to support legislation to expose, de-fund and end
geoengineering. Thank you.

12/29/2015 2:56 PM

Groundwater Quality Protection

Water Supply

Watershed Protection and Improvement (Water quality, cleanliness,
aesthetics of creeks, drainage, etc)

Preservation and Improvement of Wildlife Habitat

Farmland Preservation

Invasive Weed Species Management (such as Yellow Starthistle)

Vegetation Control for Fire Protection

Soil Preservation and Erosion Control

Groundwater Recharge (pumping surplus water into the ground for future
use)

Community Adult Education Programs (Water, soil conservation, property
maintenance to improve runoff management, urban agriculture, etc)

Community Youth Education Programs (Water quality protection, water
conservation, urban agriculture, wildlife protection, etc)

Runoff and Pollution Control (improving the quality of runoff water,
capture, treatment and reuse, environmental treatment systems, etc)

Outreach (Encourage Urban Farming, runoff control, water conservation)

Open Space Preservation

Other (List)
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Q5 How important is agricultural land 
preservation to you?

From the
perspective ...

From the
perspective ...

From a
wildlife...

From a water
use/water...
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0.00%
0

0.00%
0

42.86%
3

42.86%
3

14.29%
1 7

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

57.14%
4

42.86%
3 7

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

28.57%
2

71.43%
5 7

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

28.57%
2

71.43%
5 7

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

14.29%
1

28.57%
2

57.14%
4 7

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

28.57%
2

42.86%
3

28.57%
2 7

# Other (please specify) Date

Not Important Marginally Important Very Improtant

From a local
food/crop...

For potential
demonstratio...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Not
Important

Marginally
Important

Very
Improtant

Total
Respondents

From the perspective of maintaining a rural feel to the community

From the perspective of maintaining open space

From a wildlife habitat conservation perspective

From a water use/water resources perspective

From a local food/crop production perspective

For potential demonstration or pilot agricultural projects such as specialty
crops, irrigation methods, urban agricultural training centers
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Q6 Do you support the Florin RCD 
partnering with land trusts and others in 

acquiring and managing conservation 
easements as a means of agricultural 

lands preservation?

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

14.29%
1

0.00%
0

85.71%
6 7 4.71

# Other (please specify) Date

There are no responses.

(no label)

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Do not support Marginally Support Strongly Support Total Weighted Average

(no label)
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100.00% 6

66.67% 4

66.67% 4

66.67% 4

50.00% 3

83.33% 5

33.33% 2

Q7 Select each Agricultural support service 
with which you would like to see the Florin 

RCD involved:

Total Respondents: 6

# Other (please specify) Date

1 Encourage the use of organic farming methods. 12/29/2015 2:58 PM

2 community gardens 11/6/2015 5:59 AM

Conservation
planning

Providing
technical...

Assisting with
beneficial...

Performing
irrigation...

Assistance
with permitting

Education and
outreach

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Conservation planning

Providing technical assistance to farmers

Assisting with beneficial management practices and conducting pilot projects

Performing irrigation assessments

Assistance with permitting

Education and outreach

Other (please specify)
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100.00% 7

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

Q8 Do you believe it is important to provide
resource conservation services to help
protect the soil, water, wildlife habitat,

agricultural land and resources that support
continued agriculture (e.g., honey bees,
groundwater quality and quantity, weed

abatement, fire protection, creek
restoration, etc.) as the population in the

area dramatically increases?
Answered: 7 Skipped: 1

Total 7

Yes

No

No Opinion

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Yes

No

No Opinion
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100.00% 7

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

Q9 Do you have concerns with the impact of
new development on the natural resources
of the region such as water, watersheds,

soil and wildlife?
Answered: 7 Skipped: 1

Total 7

Yes

No

No Opinion

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Yes

No

No Opinion
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Q10 Do you have ideas about specific 
conservation-related services that, as far as 

you know, are not currently available in 
your community, but would be beneficial to 
protecting natural resources and the area’s 

environment?

# Responses Date

1 Provide information to home owners and farmers about integrated pest management, meaning the non-toxic
approaches to pest control.

12/29/2015 3:00 PM

2 Alternatives to using potable water for non-potable uses. 11/17/2015 3:43 PM

3 protect vernal pools 11/6/2015 6:00 AM
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Q11 What potential impact of new 
development do you feel is most important 

for the FRCD to consider? 

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

14.29%
1

85.71%
6

0.00%
0 7 4.86

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

14.29%
1

85.71%
6

0.00%
0 7 4.86

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

14.29%
1

57.14%
4

28.57%
2

0.00%
0 7 4.14

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

14.29%
1

85.71%
6

0.00%
0 7 4.86

Wildlife
habitat

Water and
watershed...

Loss of
agricultural...

Water
conservation...

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Not Important Somewhat Important Very Important N/A Total Weighted Average

Wildlife habitat

Water and watershed quality

Loss of agricultural lands

Water conservation and supply
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Q12 How do you feel about the water 
conservation services you are receiving 

locally?

0.00%
0

20.00%
1

40.00%
2

40.00%
2

0.00%
0 5 3.20

0.00%
0

14.29%
1

28.57%
2

57.14%
4

0.00%
0 7 3.43

42.86%
3

0.00%
0

42.86%
3

14.29%
1

0.00%
0 7 2.29

16.67%
1

0.00%
0

66.67%
4

16.67%
1

0.00%
0 6 2.83

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

66.67%
4

33.33%
2

0.00%
0 6 3.33

# Other (please specify) Date

1 I am not aware of any of these services. All I know about is the regulation of water use. This is important and please
continue it. But please see my comment from an earlier question in this survey about geoengineering and legislation.
All the water conservation in the world cannot make up for the harmful, rain-preventing effects of geoengineering.

12/29/2015 3:03 PM

2 more classes and incentives needed locally 11/6/2015 6:01 AM

Irrigation
assessments

Overall water
conservation...

Financial
incentives f...

Demonstration
gardens

Education and
outreach

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Inadequate Marginally
adequate

Completely
adequate

Total Weighted
Average

Irrigation assessments

Overall water conservation planning

Financial incentives for water
conservation

Demonstration gardens

Education and outreach
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85.71% 6

0.00% 0

14.29% 1

Q13 Do you support the Florin RCD 
involvement in regional water supply 

projects such as groundwater recharge 
(pumping water back into the ground to 
store for future use or to remedy land 

subsidence)?

Total 7

# Other (please specify) Date

1 This is a great idea and much needed since we cycle with drought years and rain years. 11/17/2015 6:52 AM

Yes

No

No Opinion

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Yes

No

No Opinion
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100.00% 7

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

Q14 Do you support services and 
community volunteer opportunities such as 

local creek and stream cleanup and 
restoration projects?

Total 7

# Other (please specify) Date

1 I was a cub scout leader and involved those years. Using scouts is a good use of youth and teaching them while
young.

11/17/2015 6:53 AM

Yes

No

No Opinion

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Yes

No

No Opinion
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Q15 Do you feel the Florin RCD should be 
involved in:

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

16.67%
1

83.33%
5 6 4.83

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

33.33%
2

66.67%
4 6 4.67

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

50.00%
3

50.00%
3 6 4.50

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

33.33%
2

66.67%
4 6 4.67

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

16.67%
1

83.33%
5 6 4.83

# Other (please specify) Date

1 Is the sky considered part of the watershed? It should be. If it is, then part of a watershed assessment is an
assessment of the sky. See my response to an earlier question in this survey about geoengineering and legislation.

12/29/2015 3:05 PM

Regional
groundwater...

Stormwater
management a...

Local
watershed...

Cleanup events
for local...

Planning and
partnering i...

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Not
necessarily

Possibly Absolutely Total Weighted
Average

Regional groundwater protection

Stormwater management and pollution control

Local watershed assessments

Cleanup events for local creeks, streams and other waterways

Planning and partnering in regional water supply
solutions/projects
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Q16 Do you support the Florin RCD 
involvement in:

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

50.00%
3

16.67%
1

33.33%
2 6 3.83

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

33.33%
2

66.67%
4 6 4.67

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

16.67%
1

0.00%
0

83.33%
5 6 4.67

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

16.67%
1

33.33%
2

50.00%
3 6 4.33

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

33.33%
2

16.67%
1

50.00%
3 6 4.17

0.00%
0

16.67%
1

0.00%
0

33.33%
2

50.00%
3 6 4.17

# Other (please specify) Date

1 Geoengineering is killing wildlife and destroying habitat. Species are going extinct at a much higher rate than ever
before. RCDs must realize that geoengineering and its effects directly affect the RCDs and all water customers.
Lobbying for legislation to expose, de-fund and end geoengineering is within the jurisdiction of the RCDs.

12/29/2015 3:07 PM

Invasive
species removal

(Bee)
Pollinator...

Ecosystem
restoration...

Re vegetation
projects

Land
management...

Water quality
testing and...

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

No
support

Some
support

High
support

Total Weighted
Average

Invasive species removal

(Bee) Pollinator habitat and related demonstration
projects

Ecosystem restoration projects

Re vegetation projects

Land management planning

Water quality testing and monitoring
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Q17 Please rank the importance of 
the following if the Florin RCD was to 

increase its community resource 
conservation education program, 

conducting classes on:

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

14.29%
1

28.57%
2

57.14%
4 7 4.43

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

50.00%
3

50.00%
3 6 4.50

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

33.33%
2

66.67%
4 6 4.67

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

33.33%
2

33.33%
2

33.33%
2 6 4.00

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

16.67%
1

50.00%
3

33.33%
2 6 4.17

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

33.33%
2

66.67%
4 6 4.67

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

50.00%
3

50.00%
3 6 4.50

# Other (please specify) Date

There are no responses.

Urban
agriculture...

Homeowner and
business...

Watershed,
surface wate...

Wildlife
habitat...

Invasive weed
species...

Should the
Florin RCD...

Should the
Florin RCD...

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Not
important

(no
label)

Somewhat
important

Very
important

Total Weighted
Average

Urban agriculture  (production of food in a form and scale that is
appropriate for urban areas and includes market garden; community
garden, public; community garden, private; private garden; urban
beekeeping and aquaculture)

Homeowner and business practices to reduce storm water runoff for
pollution control 

Watershed, surface water and groundwater protection

Wildlife habitat improvement on private property

Invasive weed species management and weed control for fire protection

Should the Florin RCD provide a version of the above for community
youth?

Should the Florin RCD produce written, video and audio materials on the
above, for public distribution?
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Q18 What, if any, finance mechanism(s) 
might you support in order to fund resource 

conservation services and track their 
effectiveness for the preservation of natural 

resources?

14.29%
1

0.00%
0

28.57%
2

28.57%
2

28.57%
2 7 3.57

14.29%
1

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

42.86%
3

42.86%
3 7 4.00

16.67%
1

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

16.67%
1

66.67%
4 6 4.17

28.57%
2

0.00%
0

14.29%
1

28.57%
2

28.57%
2 7 3.29

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

14.29%
1

14.29%
1

71.43%
5 7 4.57

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

28.57%
2

28.57%
2

42.86%
3 7 4.14

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

16.67%
1

83.33%
5 6 4.83

# Other (please specify) Date

1 You get what you pay for. Resource conservation services are important but they are not free. 12/29/2015 3:11 PM

Small annual
assessment o...

Modest fee
per-resident...

Fees attached
to the servi...

Modest utility
users’ rate,...

Grant
application ...

Assistance
from County ...

Some
combination ...

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

No
support

Somewhat
support

Strongly
Support

Total Weighted
Average

Small annual assessment on property tax per household.

Modest fee per-residential unit of (new) development to help provide these
offsetting services as new homes and businesses are built in the area, to be
assessed to and paid by the developers.

Fees attached to the services themselves (e.g. small tuition fee to take a
class or purchase information materials)

Modest utility users’ rate, charged monthly to households and businesses
within the jurisdiction receiving these services.

Grant application and funding.

Assistance from County or cities within the jurisdiction.

Some combination of the above.
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2 potential for mitigation fees? or environmental services related to the delta tunnels? 11/6/2015 6:06 AM
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Florin Resource Conservation District 
Needs Assessment Stakeholder List 

1 | P a g e  
Version October 28, 2015 

Government Organizations 
Primary Service Interests 

Soil conservation/erosion 
control/erosion prevention 

Pollution control 

Runoff control Coordinated Resource management 
Pollution control Waterway protection and restoration 
Protect water quality  Educational workshops and outreach materials 
Water conservation Flood control and management 
Water supply and distribution Conservation assistance to individuals and public agencies 

Agency and Contact 
Agency Contact Person Phone Email 
National Resource Conservation Service Dwane Coffee (916) 714-1104 x 108  dwane.coffey@ca.usda.gov 
Sacramento Local Area Formation 
Commission 

Don Lockhart (916) 874-6458 Donald.Lockhart@SacLAFCo.org 

Lower Cosumnes Resource Conservation 
District 

Amanda Platt (916) 524-1435 amanda-platt@carcd.org 

Sloughhouse Conservation District Amanda Platt (916) 524-1435 amanda-platt@carcd.org 
Solano Resource Conservation District Chris Rose (707) 678-1655 x 106 chris.rose@solanorcd.org 
City of Elk Grove Laura Gill (916) 478-2201 lgill@elkgrovecity.org 
City of Rancho Cordova Cyrus Abhar (916) 851-8800 cabhar@cityofranchocordova.org 
City of Folsom Evert Palmer (916) 355-7220 epalmer@folsom.ca.us 
City of Sacramento John Shirey (916) 808-5704 JFShirey@cityofsacramento.org 
County of Sacramento Nav Gill (916) 284-8364 GillN@saccounty.net 
Sacramento Regional County Sanitation 
District 

Prabhakar  
Somavarapu 

(916) 876-6000 somavarapup@sacsewer.com 

Sacramento-Yolo Mosquito & Vector Control 
District 

Gary Goodman 800-429-1022 gwgoodman@fightthebite.net 

Cosumnes Community Services District Jeff Ramos (916) 405-7166 jefframos@yourcsd.com 

Attachment E
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Florin Resource Conservation District 
Needs Assessment Stakeholder List 

2 | P a g e  
Version October 28, 2015 

Nongovernment Organizations 
Primary Service Interests 

Woodlands conservation Watershed restoration and enhancement 
Wildlife conservation Farm and range land 

conservation/management 
Watershed conservation/management Open space conservation 
Improve land capabilities Waterway protection and restoration 
Facilitate coordinated resource 
management efforts 

Vegetation/habitat preservation 

Creek/waterway cleanups Invasive species control 
Documentation of native species Educational workshops 

Organization and Contact 
Non-Government Organization Contact Person Phone Email 
Sacramento Farm Bureau Charlotte Mitchell (916) 685-6958 staff@sacfarmbureau.org 
Nature Conservancy Rob Donlan (916) 449-2850 red@eslawfirm.com 
Conservation Landowners Rick Bettis rckbettis40@gmail.com 
North State Building Industry 
Association 

Robert Smith (916) 751-2750 rob@northstatebia.org 

Agricultural Representative on 
SCGA 

Tom Mahon tom@mahonranch.com 

Ag-Res Representative on Sac 
County Groundwater Authority 

Carl Werder Carl.L.Werder@gmail.com 

Sacramento Tree Foundation Ray Tretheway (916) 974-4301 ray@sactree.com 
Sacramento County Weed 
Management Area 

Laura McCready (916) 875-6603 mccreadyl@saccounty.net 

Spease Bees Robert Spease (916) 897-4100 sales@speasebees.com 
Laguna Creek Watershed Council Barbara Washburn barbwashburn@gmail.com 
Stone Lakes Wildlife Refuge Bart McDermott (916) 775-4421 bart_mcdermott@fws.gov 
Previous FRCD Board Member Jack Waegell (916) 423-1671 jwaegell@treasurer.ca.gov 
American River Basin IRWMP Rob Swartz (916) 967-7692 rswartz@rwah2o.org 

mailto:staff@sacfarmbureau.org
mailto:red@eslawfirm.com
mailto:rckbettis40@gmail.com
mailto:rob@northstatebia.org
mailto:tom@mahonranch.com
mailto:Carl.L.Werder@gmail.com
mailto:ray@sactree.com
mailto:mccreadyl@saccounty.net
mailto:sales@speasebees.com
mailto:barbwashburn@gmail.com
mailto:bart_mcdermott@fws.gov
mailto:jwaegell@treasurer.ca.gov
mailto:rswartz@rwah2o.org


From: McDermott, Bart [mailto:bart_mcdermott@fws.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2015 10:43 AM
To: David <daranda300@gmail.com>
Cc: Dale Claypoole <claypoole@sbcglobal.net>; SCOTT FINLEY <sbgfinley@sbcglobal.net>; Rob
 Burness <rmburness@comcast.net>
Subject: Re: FW: Florin Resource Conservation District

Hi David.  It was nice meeting with you last week to talk about the scoping  
effort the Florin Resource Conservation District is currently undertaking to  
service its community.  The Fish & Wildlife Service has many partnerships  
with organizations working to conserve the natural resources in the  
Central Valley and Delta.  Through those partnerships, the Refuge  
provides wetland habitat for migratory birds wintering in the Central  Valley 
as well as protecting and enhancing riparian and oak woodland  habitat in 
the Stone Lakes basin.     
 The Refuge and our partners have similar interests in supporting the 
following:

• Protecting wildlife compatible farming: corn/wheat, alfalfa and
irrigated pasture for beef and dairy cattle

• Monitoring water quality and mitigating increased urban runoff
• Providing environmental education opportunities to local

schools and communities

The Refuge and Friends Group have been partnering on a variety of these 
projects.  I have cc'ed the leadership of our Friends Group: Friends of  
Stone Lakes NWR. Please feel free to contact Dale or Scott for projects  
and partners they are working directly with.

There also may be an opportunity for the District to protect land in the  
north-eastern section of the the District boundary.  Mr. Larry Carly (916-
681-3628) has indicated that he is interested in donating his 450 acre
parcel to an organization that will protect and name it after his family.
The Refuge is unable to consider properties outside of our project
boundary.  I encourage the District to call Mr. Carly.

Bart McDermott

Refuge Manager
Stone Lakes NWR
Elk Grove, CA
916-775-4426 Office
916-869-6632 Cell
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/stone_lakes/
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From: Barbara Washburn [mailto:washburnbt@frontiernet.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 18, 2015 10:58 AM
To: daranda300@gmail.com
Cc: lakocapa@gmail.com
Subject: following up on phone conversation

Hi David,
I’m following up to our phone conversation with a note per your request.
The LCWC is interested in working with the Florin RCD to hold workshops for residents of 
 Elk Grove and surrounding communities to foster drought tolerant landscaping.  As I 
 mentioned on the phone, a set of stormwater management practices known as low impact 
 development (LID) involve infiltrating stormwater where it falls, thereby reducing runoff and 
 fostering groundwater recharge.  The LCWC is especially interested in promoting the use of 
 LID practices because stormwater runoff contains pollutants that can kill aquatic life and the 
 sheer volume of runoff degrades aquatic habitat.  These very same practices help to increase 
 groundwater recharge, thereby addressing the need to adapt to the drought and the impacts of 
 climate change (less snow, more rain, but insufficient places to store that water).  They 
 involve removing some/all of the turf around a house, and replacing the landscaping with 
 native or drought tolerant plants, requiring less water, fertilizer, and pesticides.  It can also 
 involve the construction of rain gardens, small depressions in the land in which roof and other 
 runoff generated on site will accumulate and percolate into the subsurface.  

The development which occurred in Elk Grove and neighboring areas over the past 20 years 
 did not use LID practices to manage runoff.  Retrofits are needed.  Workshops such as the 
 ones run by Ecolandscape California (http://www.ecolandscape.org/)  educate homeowners 
 and business owners about the ways they can remove lawn and enhance the landscape to save 
 water, recharge the aquifer, and reduce pollution in local waterways.  Such topics as planning 
 a rain garden and plant selections are a few of the issues addressed in the workshops ELC 
 puts on.  They have held workshops in many of the communities in the Sacramento region, 
 but none in the south part of the county - South Sac, Elk Grove, Mather, and surrounding 
 areas.  

We have approached the Elk Grove Water District about working together to sponsor such 
 workshops.  For a variety of reasons, we were unable to obtain the commitment from EGWD 
 to hold the workshops.  We welcome the opportunity to work with the Florin RCD and all 
 others to sponsor and promote these workshops.  Working with the RCD on this project 
 would provide the basis for establishing positive working relationships that could evolve into 
 planning for future projects as well.  Further, sponsoring such workshops would provide the 
 chance for the Florin RCD to show leadership in advancing thoughtful water management and 
planning in our region.

Best regards, Barbara
Barbara Washburn, Board of Directors
Laguna Creek Watershed Council 
www.lagunacreek.org 
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News Release 

Nov. 5, 2015 

Community Forums Set to help Florin Resource 
Conservation District Determine Future 

Sacramento/Elk Grove – Florin Resource Conservation District (Florin RCD) will 
hold three community forums Nov. 17, 18 and 19, seeking input from the public 
regarding how the district can best serve a growing community in the years to come.  

The interactive meetings will each last from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., and those 
attending will be encouraged to participate, share ideas and ask questions. The forums 
are scheduled in three parts of the District as follows: 

Nov. 17: Barbara M. Wackford Community & Aquatic Complex, 9014 Bruceville 
Rd., Elk   Grove  

Nov. 18:  Splash Center, 4426 Excelsior Road, Mather 

Nov. 19:  Elk Grove Library, 8900 Elk Grove Blvd., Elk Grove 

 The District operates the Elk Grove Water District, but also provides limited 
resource conservation services outside the Water District in a farther-reaching 
jurisdiction. The Florin RCD includes a piece of the Delta region just west of Elk Grove, 
all of Elk Grove, and sprawls north and east of Elk Grove to include unincorporated 
Sacramento County along the Jackson Highway to approximately Mather AFB and 
Rancho Cordova, south through the Vineyard and Cosumnes areas and Galt.  

Beyond providing safe, reliable water to the part of Elk Grove east of Highway 99 
through the Water District, Florin RCD has little funding but provides such programs as 
weed abatement, soil erosion conservation education and programs, and water quality 
services. “Throughout the state, other RCDs are involved in such services as watershed 
and water quality protection and restoration, improving and preserving wildlife habitat, 
and assisting with solutions for local agricultural viability,” said Mark Madison, General 
Manager of Florin RCD. “We are very interested to see if there is a need and desire in 
our area for Florin RCD to take on any new services.” 

 Projections that development projects will add 20,000 to 30,000 more homes 
and additional commercial enterprises within the District – especially in the north and 
eastern parts – are part of the impetus for the District’s Board of Directors to undertake 
a visioning process to determine their proper role in a changing region. The Board and 
General Manager Mark Madison stress that the first step is to talk to residents to get 
their ideas and concerns about current services and what, if any, additional services 
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may be important as the community grows. The District also knows that it must consider 
ideas for which they can also identify revenue sources to pay for them.   

 Light refreshments will be served.  Residents may also learn more about the 
project by visiting its website at www.frcdstudy.com.  

Contact: Mark Madison, General Manager, 916-685-3556 

http://www.frcdstudy.com/


SACRAMENTO

ELK GROVE

RANCHO CORDOVA

Florin Resource Conservation District Service Needs Assessment 
Public Input Forum Locations, November 17 - 19, 2015 - 6:00PM
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November 17Barbara Morse Wackford Community & Aquatic Complex9014 Bruceville Rd.Elk Grove6:00 PM



Florin RCD Needs Assessment - 
Opportunities 

1 RECOMMENDATIONS IN SUPPORT OF AGRICULTURE AND HEALTHY 

COMMUNITIES 

1.1 PARTNER IN IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SACRAMENTO REGION, FOOD SYSTEM ACTION PLAN1 
Discussion: The Sacramento Regional Community Foundation (herein referred to as Foundation) 
specializes in bringing engaged community members together to help achieve some of the goals that 
help enrich and define Sacramento: fostering community generosity, a thriving cultural scene, 
promoting and expanding accessible higher education, and encouraging the region’s movement to 
provide a healthy, fresh and available food supply. In 2014, the Foundation chose four new strategic 
initiatives through which they intend to play a significant leadership role, leverage available community 
investments, and partner with key stakeholders.  

The FRCD is well poised with its long-standing, successful history as a government agency, its large and 
diverse service area and identified community needs to partner with the Foundation, existing nonprofit 
education organizations and landowners to provide agricultural and economic support services.   

1.2 SPECIFIC OPPORTUNITIES INCLUDE: 
1.2.1.1 The purchase, lease or acquisition of land through development mitigation or donation, for 

the specific purpose of supporting local urban farming; and  
1.2.1.2 Evaluation of new farming and land management technologies and associated pilot projects; 

and 
1.2.1.3 Provide farmer training, community urban gardening training and youth/ adult career 

education opportunities. 

Funding: State, federal and local grant money is available to assist in land acquisition, planning 
and implementing projects related to efficient water use, irrigation technologies and related education, 
runoff control and onsite storm water management.  The Foundation supports the educational, healthy 
living and career development activities through its “Transforming the Creative Economy” and 
“Connecting the Regional Food Economy” initiatives.  Sacramento County’s land development 
regulations require certain projects to dedicate lands for public use for activities such as community 
gardens and open space corridors which could be owned and maintained by the FRCD with assessments, 
taxes or fees levied on the parcels created within the new development.    

Potential Partners: 

• Sacramento Regional Community Foundation (www.sacregcf.org)
• Sacramento Food Bank and Family Services (www.sacramentofoodbank.org)
• Valley Vision, Inc (www.valleyvision.org)
• Sacramento Education Collaborative (http://readingpartners.org/location/sacramento/)

1The Sacramento Region, Food System Action Plan was prepared by the Foundation and Valley Vision 
www.sacregfoodaction.org  
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Operations Activities Summary

Service Requests:

Department Service Request Service Request

  Distribution
     Door Hangers 335 3029
     Shut offs 36 338
     Turn ons 48 397
     Investigations 35 290
     USA Locates 86 919
     Customer Complaints
        -Pressure 0 14
        -Water Quality 0 12
        -Other 0 0

Work Orders:

Department Work Orders Work Orders

  Treatment:
     Preventative Maint. 13 118
     Corrective Maint. 2 20
     Water Samples 15 95

  Distribution:
     Meters Installed 0 2
     Backflow Devices Installed 0 10
     Preventative Maint.
        -Hydrant Flushing Program 0 0
        -Hydrant Maintenance 74 397
        -Valve Exercising 109 950
        -Other 0 0
     Corrective Maint.
        -Leaks 9 45
        -Other 25 195
     Valve Locates 0 19

  Utility:
     Service Line Replacement 0 54
     Corrective Maint. 0 7 3620

579.44 1666.44
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Date: Topic: Attendees: Hosted By:

2/1/2016
Vehicle Safety: Check, 

Inspect, Drive!

Jose C,  Jose M, John V, John D, Sean, Michael, 

Justin, Richard,  Alan, Chris, Sal, Brandon, Steve, 

Aaron, Travis, Wilfredo, David, William

Steve Shaw

2/8/2016
Night Work: Reduced 

Visibility Increases Hazards

Jose C,  Jose M, John V, John D, Sean, Michael, 

Richard,  Alan, Chris, Sal, Brandon, Steve, Aaron, 

Travis, Wilfredo, Marcel, David, William

Steve Shaw

2/18/2016
Temperature Extremes Can 

Be Deadly

Jose C,  Jose M, John V, John D, Sean, Michael, 

Justin, Richard,  Alan, Chris, Sal, Brandon, Steve, 

Aaron, Travis, Wilfredo, Marcel, William

Steve Shaw

2/22/2016
Focus Mentally To Avoid 

Distracted Work

Jose C, John V, John D, Sean, Justin, Richard,  Alan, 

Chris, Sal, Brandon, Steve, Aaron, Travis, Wilfredo, 

Marcel, David, William

Steve Shaw

2/29/2016 Construction Site Safety

Jose C,  Jose M, John V, John D, Sean, Justin, 

Richard, Chris, Sal, Brandon, Steve, Aaron, Travis, 

Wilfredo, Marcel, David, William

Steve Shaw

Elk Grove Water District

Safety Meetings/Training

Feb-16
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